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Martel upholsterers Ma
Castaldi and Ivan Mattucci
specialise in 20th-century
modernist furnitun
19505 and '60s Scandinavian
and post-war Australian
pieces — they upholster
for Melbourne retailers
Great Dane, Angelucci
and Geoffrey Hatty
pplied Arts, and they
ften come across pieces
of unknown origin.
“Every item is unique,” Mr
Castaldi says.
“In some
we might build a
emplate beforehand to
work out our -ﬂppﬂ)ﬂ{h.
Mornington
Peninsula
homeowner
Melissa
McKay recently
spent $35
reupholstering
two 1953 Grant

she d inherited from
her grandmother. A
small footstool was
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coloured wool boucle tabric, which was
popular during the 1950s, but I have
chosen more gentler, neutral tones in a
Scandinavian wool.”
Chairs are the new religion,
apparently. In the Martel front
room, an assortment of chai
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¢ their owners. Among them are
some icons, including a rare Elda
by Italian d
and a couple of Featherstons
¢ pedigree is un

but which look smart in their new

¥ dothes.
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| CURRENT TRENDS

m High-uality, hand-crafted custom-built
upholstersd furniture.
B Wing-backed chairs are in demand.

- m Panelled bed heads with quilting or

diamond buttoning.

| Built-in banch seats.

u Uphalstared walls,

m Uphalstered furniture in outdoos

way from the
. "When

they will often hang on to it ﬁ:u' age
upholstering it when necessary.
“People have an emotional attachment
to chairs.”

1 & 2. Reupholstered
in & fire-engine red,

a 19505 divan and
matching chair,

3. Peter Cronin (left)
and Mark Castaldi
with Grant Featherston
chairs and a footstool
being reupholsterad
in Kvadrat

Hallingdal fabric.
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